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State constitutional or statutory provisions frequently enumerate the powers which may be 
exercised by a court commissioner. 


State constitutional! or statutory” provisions frequently enumerate the powers which may be 
exercised by a court commissioner. Examples of particular powers granted to court commissioners 


by statute include the power to decide bail? or personal recognizance conditions of release,“ 
conduct preliminary hearings” and arraignments,° approve bonds and undertakings,” compel the 


attendance of a witness, and punish contempt.” 


There is authority holding that a court commissioner ordinarily has only such powers as are 


conferred on the commissioner by constitution or statute!” and applicable rules of court.'! It has 
also been held, however, that where the powers and duties of a court commissioner are enumerated 


by statute, court commissioners do not have only those powers specifically enumerated.!* While 
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the power to perform a particular act cannot be predicated upon a mere inference or implication, 


the statute enumerating a court commissioner's powers will not be construed to prohibit additional 


acts merely because they are not particularized.!° 
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